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WASHINGTON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
Regular Scheduled Meeting – Minutes 

Thursday, July 6, 2017 
7:00 pm 

 
Members Present 

Mark Everett William Kenner 
Karen Mann Kathleen Couch 

 
Members Absent 

Cheri Vaughn 
Geraldine McKinley 

(One vacant seat) 
 

Others Present 
John Rodman, Director 

Emily Rebert, Historic Planner 
 

 
I. Opening of the meeting 
Mark Everett as acting Chairman called the meeting to order. 
 
II. Invocation 
A moment of silence was taken. 
 
III. Roll Call 
A silent roll call was taken by staff. 
 
IV. Old Business 
 
V. Certificate of Appropriateness 
 
 A.  Major Works 
 

1.  A request has been made by Mr. Frank Williams for a Certificate of Appropriateness to construct a 
15’x24’ deck on a primary elevation of the property located at 716 East Main Street. 
 
Mr. Frank Williams came forward and was sworn in.  He stated that they would like to add a deck on 
the river side of the house.  He stated that they tried to design the deck in such a way that anyone 
walking the railroad treacle or anyone one the water will barely be able to notice it.  Mr. Williams 
stated that it will be an improvement to the property.  He stated that they plan to use wood material; 
the deck will have planter boxes as opposed to railing, and will have steps all the way around.  Mark 
Everett pointed out that the deck would be something that could be removed in the future, so it 
would not permanently alter the structure.    
 
The Chairman opened the floor and no one came forward. 
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William Kenner stated that Mr. Williams is doing a great job of bringing this craftsman home back to 
life.  Karen Mann asked about the alterations that Mr. Williams will be doing to the side deck.  Mr. 
Williams explained his design in reference to the side deck.  William Kenner asked if he would want 
steps going down in that direction in the future.  Mr. Williams stated that it would be nice to have the 
option.     
 
William Kenner made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission grant 
a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Frank Williams to build a 15’x24’ deck on the back of the 
house on the property located at 716 East Main Street.  This motion is based on the following findings 
of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, 
specifically Chapter 5.4 Decks.  I further move that the Historic Preservation Commission place the 
following conditions on the approval:  that he is allowed to construct stairs on the east side of the 
property if he so choices.  Karen Mann seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
2.  A request has been made by Mr. Jim Wiley, acting as agent for Beacon Street, for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness to construct a new single family, two-story dwelling on Lot #26 within Moss 
Landing.  The home will be consistent and will match single family residences in the development. 
 
Mr. Bryant Graham came forward and was sworn in.  He presented the plan for the home on Lot #26.  
William Kenner asked if the garage had heating and air.  Mr. Graham stated that it did not.  Mr. 
Kenner asked about the spindle design.  He stated that he liked that some of the homes have turned 
spindles that offer a diamond affect.  Emily Rebert stated that they have had a lot of home owners 
coming back requesting to screen in their porches.  She asked if Mr. Graham would be opposed to the 
Commission approving a screen porch now so the future owners would have the option.  Mr. Graham 
stated that he felt that was a great idea.       
 
The Chairman opened the floor.  No one came forward. 
 
Karen Mann made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission grant a 
Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Jim Wiley and his representative Bryant Graham of Beacon 
Street Development to construct a new single family dwelling on the property located at Lot #26 
Moss Landing.  This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the application is congruous 
with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Chapter 5.0 New 
Construction Section 5.2 Residential Construction.  I further move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission place the following conditions on the approval:  that the home owner has the option to 
screen in the rear porch if so desired and staff may approve.  Kathleen Couch seconded the motion 
and all voted in favor. 
 
B.  Minor Works 
1.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the owner 
of 219 East Main Street to the remove a dead dogwood tree located in the back yard of the property.  
2.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the owner 
of 629 East Main Street to replace the current roof using like materials on the property.  
3.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the owner 
of 219 East Third Street to install a 3’x5’ sign in the front yard of the property. 
4.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the owner 
of 407 North Market Street to install a 21”x27” free standing sign located in the front yard of the 
property.  
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Kathleen Couch made a motion to approve all the minor works.  The motion was seconded by 
William Kenner and all voted in favor. 
 

VI. Other Business 
 
 1.  Welcome New Commission Members 
  a. Karen Mann 
  b. Kathleen Couch 
 The new Commission members were introduced and welcomed. 
 
 2.  Nomination and Vote for Chairman 
 The Commission decided to hold off on voting for a Chairman until they had a full Commission and all 
 members are present 
  
 3.  Demolition by Neglect Ordinance Update 
  a. CLG Workshop and Presentation to Beaufort 
  b. Hearing Notice Sent to Mr. Charles Major 
  c. Reorder to Repair sent to Mr. David McCook 
  d. Status of Properties 
 

Emily Rebert updated the Commission on the ongoing Demolition by Neglect cases.  She stated that a 
hearing notice had been sent to Charles Major and his case will be presented in August.  Also, that Mr. 
McCook will be receiving a notice.  Ms. Rebert stated that out of 19 properties:  9 are out of 
Demolition by Neglect, 3 are working towards that, and the others will begin to receive notices from 
staff.  She then gave a back ground summary of the McCook and Major cases and the process for the 
new members of the Commission 

 
 4.  Workshops and Possible Retreat 
  a. Outreach – Window Workshop 
  b. Preservation Plan 
  c. Education 

Ms. Rebert talked about the possibly of the Commission having workshops or some type of retreat to 
go over plans for the Commission and what they would like to see in the future.  She stated that they 
would wait until everyone was presented to discuss specific dates. 

  
VII. Approval of Minutes – June 6, 2017 
William Kenner made a motion to accept the minutes.  His motion was seconded by Karen Mann and all voted 
in favor. 
 
Dee Congleton came forward.  She stated that the Historic Preservation Foundation, herself included, 
supported the reappointment of Ed Hodges to the Commission.  She then gave a summary of Mr. Hodges’ 
dedication to the Commission and the Historic District.  She stated that it was very sad not to see Ed in his 
seat, as he should be.  Ms. Congleton stated that many members of the public agree.   
 
VIII. Adjourn 
There being no other business the meeting was adjourned. 

 


